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Welcome to our March 2021 Edition of U3A Baw Baw’s Chat Sheet 

                       
                              A message from the President 

Dear Members, 

As I write this, the sun is shining, many restrictions have been 

lifted and a vaccine is in sight for us. The experiences of the past 

year have taught me to appreciate all that is good in my life and 

to be grateful rather than taking living in this wonderful country 

and having family and friends for granted. 

Thanks to our course convenor and the miracles of zoom, U3A has 

been able to continue to offer enjoyment and learning to many of 

our members. For those who don’t access zoom, we are pleased to be able to have 

a monthly gathering and some meetings in local hotels and cafes. 

Now it is time for the Annual General Meeting. You will have received an email 

informing you of this and there is further information in this Chat Sheet. The 

management of the Royal Hotel has been very obliging and we can meet there 

while space restrictions preclude us from meeting in our clubrooms. Over forty 

members attended the gathering there in February and  I hope to see many of you 

on March 12th. There will be no guest speaker and the business part of the meeting 

will be short. Most importantly, it is a time to meet up and socialise while 

celebrating what we have achieved over the past year.  

The Annual Report will be on line and there will be hard copies available at the 

Gathering.           Best Wishes       Mary   

 

    
     Julienne  Nave 

 
       Prue Vermay        Rob Vermay 

 



 
 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENT;    
 
The March Gathering will be held on Friday 12 March at the Drouin Hotel 
and will incorporate the Annual General Meeting.  Members are invited to 
attend lunch at their own expense, followed by the AGM. 

(see below) 

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

U3A BAW BAW Inc 

This is to advise you of the upcoming Annual General 

Meeting of the members of U3A Baw Baw Inc.  The details are as follows 

Date: Friday 12 March  

Time: 2.00 pm, (following lunch)       Place: Royal Hotel, Drouin. 

At the meeting members will have the opportunity to ask questions and 

will be asked to vote to: 

 accept the minutes of the last AGM 
 accept the annual report 
 accept the financial report 
 elect committee members 

The  following resolution will be proposed: 

"That the number of ordinary members of the Committee remain at 

nine." 

As it is essential to book due for COVID-19 reasons, please 

advise Mary on 0499 221 993 if you are able to attend, by 4 March. 

If you wish to nominate, or to nominate someone for the committee 

please, contact me for a nomination form. If you wish to nominate, or 

to nominate someone for the committee please, contact me for a 

nomination form. 

We hope to see you there.    Sally Alsop   Secretary   0490 770 062 



 
 

 

 

U3A Baw Baw I.T. Sub Committee Report for February 2021  

1. Website  

Changes have been made to the website to keep it up to date with the latest 

activities, and information that is no longer relevant has been deleted. 

Changes have been within the Courses and Activities, Latest News and 

Gallery sub themes.  

2. U-MAS Minor changes have been made, including setting this years fees to 

$0 for existing members. Advice has been provided on some of the finer points 

of U-MAS. 

 3. Network Workshops Network is running a series of Workshops via Zoom on 

both the Website Template and U-MAS throughout the year. These are 

proving to be of value to our U3A.  

4. General Investigations are continuing as to the best options available to 

continue with live streaming of classes when we return to the RSL rooms. 

 We have videos of approximately 26 classes undertaken via Zoom available 

for viewing at anytime on the U3A Baw Baw YouTube channel. 

These include the Did you know?, Introduction to Zoom, and 

Soapbox Seminar courses from last year and Off the Beaten Track 

course this year. We will continue to add other courses if the 

opportunity becomes available.                                 John Parker 

 

Term One Courses are underway and we are enjoying 

zooming in to What’s the Matter   Mystery History,  Off the 

Beaten Track and Art History and Gallery Tours. 
 

Our Book Club and Film Club members are meeting monthly, for 

lunch time discussions at alternative venues. 

Our Introduction to Zoom Course remains open to anyone 

wanting to learn how to join Zoom classes. 

Enrolments for all our Courses running on Zoom, are open, so please come and 

join us. 

For any assistance enrolling in any of our Courses, please contact the Course 

Tutor or Steph Wellard, Course Co-ordinator. 

 



 
 

 

 

A View from the Bunker 
 
When I was young, to have walked down the street with great holes and tears in your 
pants would have elicited the utmost sympathy from observers, as they would have 

been convinced that you were suffering  abject poverty.   
 
Nowadays, Millennia’s and young people wander around 
wearing jeans with massive holes and tears in them and 
they are proudly wearing the height of fashion!   
 
Can we perhaps see this remarkable trend continue with 
other professions and trades?  For example;- to go with 
your torn jeans, how about purchasing the 'House of the 
Year,' with leaking gutters, cracked walls, sagging roof, 
mould and rusty fittings.  The car manufacturer can sell you 
the 'Car of the Year' with bald tyres, cracked windscreen, 
torn seat covers and rusty tailpipe.   

The mind boggles.                                                                              Robert Dunlop 
                                                                   

 
Join our Neighbourhood Connect team and make a difference!  
 

Neighbourhood Connect Inc. is a national charity and 
not-for-profit community organisation, helping people 
connect with others who live near them. We encourage 
people to go beyond social media and step out into their 
neighbourhoods and get to know one another in real life.  
We are run by a voluntary Board, are supported by a 
project team, and have a growing group of 
Neighbourhood Connectors leading neighbourhood 

groups across Australia. We have no political or religious affiliations.  
 
To ensure we can support more neighbourhood groups across Australia, we need 
skilled volunteers who can contribute around a half-day a week, working from home 
at times that suit you, for the following roles:  

● Community Connector            Grant writer ( experienced) 

● Journalist (experienced)          Promotion/Social Media Promotion 

● Mentor for community connectors  

● Business development, partnerships, and sponsorship  

● Fundraising  
 
Find out more about us at https://www.neighbourhoodconnect.org.au/ or email us at 
hello@neighbourhoodconnect.org.au and tell us more about you and how you can be 
 involved. 



 
 

 

 

Residents invited to decide       

community priorities for the future. 

Council is calling on the community to share their 

ideas and aspirations for the Shire over the next thirty years. 

Over the coming months, residents will have a range of opportunities to design a 

Community Vision for the Shire, which directly guides the development of the 

Council Plan 2021-2025 and Financial Plan 2021-31. 

More information, including how to register your interest for the focus groups, 

can be found at www.bawbawshire.vic.gov/CommunityVision 

Community members are encouraged to be involved and consider the following 

key questions: 

 What are your long-term goals and priorities for Baw Baw Shire? 
 What would you like to stay the same? 
 What would you like to change? 
 What does Baw Baw Shire need to prioritise to achieve this vision? 

All members of the community will have the opportunity to be involved and 
everyone in the Shire - young and old, new residents and long-standing 
alike - are encouraged to share their priorities and make their opinions 
heard to build a genuine Community Vision for Baw Baw. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   

Editor Ruth Renouf 

https://www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/About-Council/Major-Projects/Creating-a-new-Community-Vision-for-Baw-Baw-Shire
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