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Welcome to the July 2021 edition of the U3A  Baw Baw Chat Sheet. 

             
* July Gathering:   Friday 09th  @ 12:30pm   * 
                                      At the Royal Hotel , Drouin.  
Members are invited to attend Lunch at their own expense. 
 As it is essential to book due for COVID-19 reasons, please advise if you are 
able to attend No later than Wednesday, 7th of July. 

Steph Wellard ,email: courses@u3abawbaw.org.au   or phone:0419 509 
607                                        . 

*You will be notified if government restrictions will not permit this U3A Gathering.* 
 
A Message from the President 
 

Dear Members, 
 
I had hoped we would have better news about returning to our rooms in 
Term 3 but at this stage, the Shire, in line with Government restrictions, has 
limited numbers to 20. 
 As our courses are attracting larger numbers than this, we have organised 
to continue to use Zoom as well as groups that meet at La Passion or the 
hotel for Film Group.  
We will continue to hold the Gatherings at the Royal Hotel. 

 
As in any organisation, much work goes on behind the scenes to keep it going.  
At the risk of often repeating myself, I do want to thank the Committee members for all 
that they do. 
Looking forward to seeing you at the Gathering, there are prizes to be won so make 
sure you are “in it to win it!” 
Best wishes, keep well and warm.    Mary 
 
The Chatsheet Quiz 
 
Well members and friends, we are truly proud of our world organization, the University of the 
Third Age, but did you know where and when it all started, and in which country?  Was it:— 
1) Afghanistan in 1856 
2) America in 1776 
3) Eritrea in 1925 
4) France in 1973 
5) Botswana in 1986 
6) None of the above 
The first correct answer will go into the draw for a Wagon Wheel. 
Answer: 4)  France   



 
 

 

 

Courses Report  July 2021              
                                     TERM 3 COURSES ARE OPEN FOR ENROLMENT  
We have two exciting new courses planned for Term 3 
 
Cryptics Decrypted, Tutor John McKinnon and 
Marvellous Melbourne beyond the golden mile, Tutor Mary Howlett.  
 
Cryptics Decrypted 
This is an introductory stroll down the twisted path that is cryptic crossword solving - 
playing with words, thinking laterally, and relishing wit.  We start with the basics and 
build step-by-step towards more advanced concepts.  
The aim is to demystify the dark arts of cruci verbalism but we will pause to savour 
some roses along the way. 
The instructional part of the course consists of 7 modules: 
1.    Cryptic History, Cryptic Thinking and Double-Definition Clues 
2.    Anagram Clues, Signposts, Solving Strategies and Resources 
3.    Charade Clues with Symbols, Abbreviations, Shorthands and Exotics 
4.    Homophone Clues and Hiddens 
5.    Reversals, Hybrids and Spoonerisms 
6.    Word Surgery – Container Clues, Codes and Manipulations 
7.    Single-Part Clues (Puns and Rebuses) and Punctuation 
When these are completed, we will move to a more interactive format with a view to 
establishing an ongoing "Cryptic Club". 
 
The course involves weekly Zoom sessions each lasting around 1 hour.   
If anyone is unsure about accessing Zoom please contact John Parker or Steph  
Wellard. 
All sessions have practice exercises and graded puzzles to be completed offline.  
Assistance, if required, will be available via email exchanges with the tutor. 
John McKinnon is a retired computer programmer and teacher of English Literature. 

 
Marvellous Melbourne beyond the golden mile. Tutor Mary Howlett 
This continuation from the Remembering Melbourne Course will explore the 
traditional ownership, the topography and the history of colonial settlement 
from the 1840s of the inner suburbs. This course will also present stories of 
colourful residents and significant buildings as we follow the expansion of 
train lines and tram lines out of the centre of the city. 

This Course will be presented weekly via Zoom over 9 weekly sessions, by a variety of 
presenters. 
Please visit our website for a more detailed description of these new Courses and 
contact details for the Tutors. 
 

What’s the Matter. Tutor Jim Connelly 

Soothe the nerves. Calm the mind. Relax in good company. What's the Matter lets you get things off 

your chest. No comment too outrageous. Be bold. Come and put your thoughts alongside  those of 

the kindest of companions.           Every second Monday.          Can't come soon enough! 



 
 

 

 

Mystery History,    Tutor  Virginia Rowley        

Thank all of those stalwart members who joined me in term 2 for a weekly dose 

of Mystery History.   

The vagaries of Zoom meant that we could stay in touch but also brought the 

dread thought each week, "Will screen share work?" - I will be so glad to get 

back into the rooms! 

We traipsed around the world again, investigating and lifting the doona covers on some 

interesting people.  

Lizzie Borden and her murdering ways; Bonnie and Clyde and their kidnapping and thieving 

designs on life; and a teenager's desire for revenge in Victorian England.  

We also visited the island of Skellig Michael off the west coast of Ireland.  We lifted the lid on ice 

cream and also found out how to make it without a machine and then for something completely 

different we followed the history of foot binding in Chinese, a process that held terror for women 

for over a thousand years.   

We closed the term with a look at the beginnings of the Ancient Olympics in anticipation of the 

Olympics in Tokyo in a few weeks' time. 

We will look into the dusty drawer of medical history in term 4.  We will range over some 

famous doctors and even some dentists. We will discover why pain hurts and what makes it 

stop.  Lots of things for all of us.  

Of course, it wouldn't be Christmas if the last session of the term didn't pick up the season's 

events with a special Christmas closing. 

I hope to see you all in Term 4. 

Regards Virginia Rowley 

 
Earthly Delights and Frights.     Rod Wellard 
Earthly Delights finished with a volcanic blast and through nobody’s fault we fell into a rift. But 

true to the cause we didn’t fold under the pressure. 
We saw some extraordinary landforms and came to appreciate the wonders of swamps, streams 

and lava flows and appreciate that nothing stays still on the Earth, and we quaked with fright at 

the prospect of more earthquakes and tremors in New Zealand. 

Thanks to all those who participated in the Course and provided feedback. 

Special thank you to John Parker for both contributing material and his expertise. 

 
Film Club. Tutor John McKinnon 

 

Term 2 has taken us from pre-war Bexhill-on-sea to 60s Alsace, from rustic Ireland to 

Manhattan and Paris, from Rocky Mountain highs to the Cotswolds, from 40s jazz to 

Welsh jumps racing, and from silent monochrome to blazing colour.  In Term 3 our monthly 

lunch meetings will be held in a new venue yet to be announced.  

 

 Art History and Gallery Tours. Tutor Steph Wellard 

Art history, will continue to run on zoom for Term 3, and we will explore and 

discuss the works of the French Impressionists with the expectation and hope that 

we will be able to attend the NGV for the French Impressionists Exhibition later in 

the term. 



 
 

 

 

Book Club. Tutors Steph Wellard and Mary Howlett 

We will be reading and discussing selected novels of Barbara Kingsolver and 

Robert Harris during Term 3. The Book Club meets monthly at La Passion 

in Warragul for lunch and group discussion. 

Thank you to all our Tutors and members who participated in our Term 2 

Courses and a special thank you to John Parker for his assistance with the Course Booklet and 

management of our Zoom Course recordings. 

For further information on any of our courses please read the Term 3 Course Booklet, visit our 

website or contact the Tutor. 

All of our Term 3 Courses are open for enrolment, for any information or assistance please 

email courses@u3abawbaw.org.au    or the Course Tutor. 

Steph Wellard    Courses Co-ordinator 

 
The Chat sheet Quizz    by Robert Dunlop 
Covid-19 getting you down folks?  Wearing a mask clouding your glasses!  Time to 
sharpen the old brain cells, or should that be neurons?  Stephanie Wellard reminds us 
that there is a government organisation that exists to help keep us alert and 
knowledgeable, and which we encourage you to join (because we have been given a 
grant to help you.)  It has two words in its heading.  What are those words?  Are they:- 
1) Be Involved 
2) Be Contorted 
3) Be Convoluted 
4) Be Connected 
5) Be Chastised 
The first correct answer will go into the draw for a Bounty Bar 
Answer: 4)  Be Connected 

 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos from Nigel Beresford     Cloud Hill Gardens  Olinda 
 
 
A short funny   from Nigel.                                                  
A genie granted me just one wish. I said that I wanted to be happy for the 
rest of my life. 
Now I’m living in a cottage with six dwarves and working down a mine. 
 

U3A Baw Baw is grateful to Gary Blackwood and Office Staff  for printing this Newsletter            Editor Ruth Renouf 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        

                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                          

 


