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I thought we would start the Chat Sheet with a photograph of our happy 
members who visited the Gardens at Broughton Hall on 20 May.  By all 
accounts it was a fabulous day, enjoyed by all.  Thanks to Ruth Renouf for 
sending me the photograph 
 

THE GATHERING 
 
Booking is now open and is essential for the next Gathering at the Royal Hotel, 
Drouin on Friday 10 June commencing at 12.30pm.  Please contact Steph 
Wellard at Courses@u3abawbaw.org.au or phone 0419 509 607 if you wish to 
attend.  Bookings close on Wednesday 8 June. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Hearty congratulations from all your friends at U3A Baw Baw to Janny Van 
Leeuwen and her husband Dick who are celebrating 60 years of marriage. 
 
 

mailto:Courses@u3abawbaw.org.au
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John Parker     President's Report 
 
In the past month many of our members have suffered with Covid.  I do hope 
you are all fit and well now. If you feel safer wearing a mask in our face-to-face 
classes we encourage you to do so.  Don’t forget to bring your own mug if you 
wish to participate at ‘cuppa’ time.   
 
The Shire have been conducting an Expression of Interest for two addition 
members to the Baw Baw Culture and Connection Precinct - Project Reference 
Group, which is for a new community hub proposed to be built close to the 
West Gippsland Arts Centre.  As there are to be a number of meeting rooms 
which could be ideal for U3A Baw Baw, we have registered an Expression of 
Interest in the hope we will gain a representative on the reference group. 
 
We recently received a letter, on behalf of the Victorian Government, titled 
Women Leading Locally in Baw Baw Shire Council, advising “there will be a 
series of online and in-person seminars highlighting the valuable work of 
women leaders across Victoria, and we want to reach women from your local 
area.  Details here at: https://communitydirectors.com.au/training/women-
lead.  Participants will learn about the Women Leading Locally Fellowship – 
which is fully funded and will support 120 women over the next two years to 
develop the connections and tools they need to campaign as candidates in the 
next council elections in 2024.” 
 
The Federal election is over and now we can enjoy what our U3A has to offer. 
So stay warm and stay safe.       
 

Stephanie Wellard    Courses Report 
 

Winter has definitely arrived, and the number of Covid and Flu infections has 
increased in our community. Please remember to have the flu injection if you 
are able to, every little bit of protection helps keep us safe.  Sadly, we have had 
to cancel the Singing Group for this term to avoid the risk of exposure of 
members to Covid or the Flu. 
 

https://communitydirectors.com.au/training/women-lead
https://communitydirectors.com.au/training/women-lead
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However at our last Committee meeting it was agreed we should make 
application for a grant to purchase a portable digital piano (keyboard) for use 
in the RSL Hall and other venues as part of the current Baw Baw Shire’s 
Community Development Grants program. If successful this will allow the 
Singing Group to operate in a much bigger venue, as well as opening up 
opportunities for other musical courses that may require a keyboard. 
 
All of our Courses running at our RSL Drouin Club rooms and at alternate 
venues and via zoom are well attended and still taking enrolments, so come 
along and enrol and be stimulated and entertained by what our U3A has to 
offer during the Winter months. 
 
Recently our Art History and Beautiful Gardens of the World Course members 
visited Broughton Hall Gardens in Jindivick. A wonderful morning was had by 
all. The Autumn colours were beautiful, and we had a lovely morning tea in the 
Garden Pavilion. Our first excursion for the year was a great success, we may 
return to see the roses in the Spring. 
 
For those who are interested in learning how to do Cryptic Crosswords, there 
has been placed on our website a self-help course titled ‘Cryptic Logic 
Untangled’. There will be a number of modules each on a particular clue-type 
added regularly. To access this course go u3abawbaw.org.au and under 
‘Courses & Activities’ you will find a subheading titled “Cryptic Logic 

Untangled”. If you have any queries about the course please contact John 
McKinnon at jmc33466@gmail.com 
 
Our Courses sub-committee is about to meet to plan the Courses for the 
remainder of the year. We have a number of interesting new Courses in the 
planning process. 
If you think you have an interesting idea for a Course, please let us know, we 
would love to hear your thoughts. 
Please email: courses@u3abawbaw.org.au or ring Steph Wellard on 
0419509607. 
 

Jenny Hall     The Singing Group 
 
Our Singing Group met only once at the start of Term 2.  The sudden increase 
of Covid in the community prompted a cessation of singing for the time being.  

http://u3abawbaw.org.au/
mailto:jmc33466@gmail.com
mailto:courses@u3abawbaw.org.au


 

 
LIVE  LEARN 

ENJOY 
 

 

 4 

 
If you were one of the group who took your music folder home, please bring it 
back to U3A, and either give it to me, or place it in the U3A office for us to use 
when it is safe to meet again.  Our Committee has applied for a grant to 
purchase a portable digital piano: if successful, this will enable us to pursue 
more musical activities in the future. 
 

Robert Dunlop   And Finally from the Editor's Quill 
 
Well, there I was, on the Sunday afternoon following the election, with the 
results coming in, and tears were filling my eyes.  I had just watched a 
magnificent performance in our own local art centre of that great musical, Les 
Misérables.  And what is more, it was performed by the local Warragul Theatre 
Company.  An elderly lady sitting next to me had a grandchild in the cast and at 
the end she yelled "Bravo." — I couldn't help myself, I yelled "Bravo" too. 
 
Our noted tutor, wordsmith and prolific author, Jim Connelly, wishes to advise 
members that, now freed from the restrictions of Covid, he has once more 
returned to writing, and on Sunday 5th June, at 2.00pm, the Bishop of 
Gippsland, Richard Treloar, will launch a varied selection of Jim's books at the 
Anglican Church, Main Street, Drouin.  Books include:— 
 
 Round and About in Gippsland (Already in circulation) [$20.00] 
 Father Jeremy (Already in circulation) [$20.00] 
 Growing up in Garfield (Already in circulation) [$12.00] 
 Stories of Old Gippsland (New) [$15.00] 
 
Refreshments will be served, music will be by Simon Connelly and the Master 
of Ceremonies is Mark Briggs.   [Half the proceeds will go to charity.  Sorry; 
Eftpos facility not available] 
 

Cartoon & Comical Corner   Nigel Beresford 
 
An eighty year old says to his eighty-two year old neighbour —  
 
"I hear you're getting married?" "Sure am." 
"Do I know her?" "Don't think so?" 
"This lady, is she good-looking? "Not really." 
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"Is she a good cook?" "No, she can't cook at all." 
"Does she have lots of money?" "No, poor as a church mouse." 
"Well, is she good at housework?" "No, not at all." 
"Why would you want to marry her 
then?" 

"Because she can still drive." 

 
A senior citizen was telling his neighbour — "I just bought a new hearing aid.  It 
cost me just over four thousand dollars.  It is State of the Art, perfect."  
"Really," answered the neighbour, "What kind is it?" — "Twelve Thirty." 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U3A Baw Baw is grateful to Gary Blackwood MP and his office staff for printing  
this Chatsheet.  You may visit our website at www.u3abawbaw.org.au 
 

 


