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CHATSHEET 

The newsletter of the U3A Baw Baw September 2023 
 

The Gathering 
 

 
Booking is now open and is essential for the next Gathering on Friday 8th 
September commencing at 12.30pm.  Bookings are essential for catering purposes.  
You are able to book online by logging into u3abawbaw.org.au as you would for a 
course.  If you prefer, you can email courses@u3abawbaw.org.au or phone Lesley 

Anstee on mob 0408 226 254 
 
Bookings close on Wednesday 6th September. 
 

 
 

 The Vice President's Report   David Ingham 

 
John has returned after illness and is ready to resume his duties as President of U3A 
Baw Baw.  In his absence, work has continued thanks to the diligence of the 
Committee.  Thank you to all the Committee members for their continuing hard work 
and dedication to making U3A Baw Baw so member focused. 
 
Over the last few months, we have been negotiating with the Baw Baw Shire for a 
new lease agreement on the RSL premises.  Thanks to a huge amount of work from 
John, Anne, Mary and other committee members, this has finally been signed.  The 
Lease provides certainty in terms of a venue for our activities.  This may not appear 
significant, but for several U3A groups across the state there are no permanent 
facilities available to them and classes tend to be shifted from one venue to another 
creating great inconvenience and confusion for members. 
 
Work is also being carried out to simplify the technology presenters use to reduce 
the frustration and time taken before each presentation.  Thanks to Henry and the 
Information Committee for their excellent work.  The Course Committee is meeting 
soon to consider new proposals for courses.  We are fortunate to have a number of 
presenters with diverse interests who are happy to provide course proposals.  
Thanks to all those who organise or conduct courses as this is the life blood of our 
U3A.  Thanks also to the Course Committee for their work. 
 
Please do not forget the most exciting Literary Lunch coming up soon.  Registrations 
have been brisk, so it is better to register as soon as you can. 
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Congratulations to Catriona who has presented a couple of sessions on Victorian 
Fashion at the library.  These have been well attended and have generated a great 
deal of excitement.  This may lead to an interesting U3A course in the future.  As 
always thanks to Robert for his wonderful Chatsheet.  It is always a great deal of 
work, but Robbie never fails!  Thanks Robert.  After this month, equilibrium is 

restored and John will be back to report next month.   David 
 

 

 
And a big welcome to our newest members –  

 

Betty Ann Jones & Isebela Doyle 

 
 

Treasures Roadshow Snippets   Virginia Rowley 

 
Treasures Roadshow has been a wonderful addition to our term 3 Calendar of 
events and each week we have been escorted through several treasures from 
someone’s life.  Recently during a wonderful session of Treasures Roadshow, some 
reminders of Mystery History were dropped onto the table (well, not literally 
dropped…) 
 
The first was by Janette McGill who brought her Singer sewing machine along to 
show.  Janette’s treasure brought to mind  the Mystery History talk we had way back, 
in the mists of time, (term 2, 2019) when the man himself, the creator of this 
particular brand name was our discussion point for the day.  Isaac Merrit Singer was 
from a violent home and went on to be a 12 year old on the streets looking to make a 
living for himself.  He became a successful businessman with a passion for the 
theatre. He loved women and had several in his life; many children followed (of 
course).  He went on to advertise his sewing machines in the Sears and Roebuck 
catalogue which was sent around North America and Canada – though he was 
astounded that complaints came in that the country people didn’t like the shiny paper 
because it was no good when used in the out-house as toilet paper! 
 
The other treasure I have referred to was brought in by Susan Johnson:  It was her 
EU passport, now expired after Brexit and changed back to a UK passport.  Susan’s 
family had grown up in Arlington in the row of houses shown in the picture just inside 
the cover of her passport!  She had photos to show exactly where the photographer 
for the passport had been standing!  Coincidence or mystery?  We had talked about 
the introduction of passports in Mystery History, also in 2019, this time in term 4. 
 
The economic logic of immigration often seems more compelling when it does not 

involve crossing national borders.  How much global economic output would rise, if 

anyone could get on their bike to work anywhere.  Some economists have calculated 

that it would double.  That suggests our world would now be much richer if passports 

had died out in the early 20th century.  There is one simple reason that they didn’t:  

the First World War.  With security concerns trumping ease of travel, governments 
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imposed strict new controls on movement and they proved unwilling to relinquish 

their power when the war was over.  In 1920, the newly formed League of Nations 

demanded an international conference on passports, customs formalities and 

‘through tickets’.  And that effectively invented the passport as we know it. From 

1921, the conference said that a passport should be 15.5cm by 10.5 cm, 32 pages, 

bound in cardboard with a photo. The format has changed remarkably little since.  

And now, anyone with the right colour passport can only count their blessings. 

Virginia 
 

  
Janette's Singer sewing machine Susan's family home in Arlington 
 
 

A CAUTIONARY TALE 
 

Members should note that we now have a new urn, and that we were having a few 
wee problems with it originally.  It seemed to be leaking.  We have discovered the 
problem, and now we urge tutors and members to take care when preparing and 
filling the urn for use at meetings.  Only fill the urn with the amount of water 
estimated to accommodate the number of members present.  Set the temperature at 
no higher than 80º – 85º.  Enjoy! 

 
 

 A View from the Bunker   The Editor 
 
Well members, it has been another great month here in the Shire of Baw Baw and 
the committee hope you have been enjoying yourselves.  Most of us may no longer 
have a mortgage or loans, but our families may, indeed have.  Our local bank, which 
kindly gave us a grant last year, would like to help people negotiate some of the 
problems they might face with loans and mortgages, so they have set up a Home 
Loan Health Check.  And no, you don't have to go to your G.P.  Here is a letter from 
Bruce Sorrell, Customer Relationship Manager. 
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Dear U3A Baw Baw Inc Community, 
 
Our local Drouin & District Community Bank (Bendigo Bank) have offered to 
assist with a “Home Loan Health Check” and offer any support in enquiries for 
all things around home lending. 
 
Drouin & District Community Bank has been trading for 20 years at 42 Princes 
Hwy, Drouin and has returned over $7m to our surrounding community. Their 
motto is “Banking is our business. Community is our purpose”. 
 
Appointments are available in branch, the location of your choice or online via 
a team’s meeting. 
 
Bruce Sorrell, Customer Relationship Manager, 03 5625 4544 
 

 

 
 

One of the secrets of life is to keep our intellectual curiosity acute 
Ruth Renouf 

A view from Hominoidea – Ape Extraordinaire 

 

 

Anyway, I said to Ita Buttrose, if Peter Dutton 
and Bridget McKenzie can appear on Kitchen 
Cabinet why can't I?  She took one look at me 
and got a fit of the giggles!  'You know nothing 
about politics,' she said. — Funny how I never 
thought that was a prerequisite for becoming a 
politician! Cheers, you crazy descendents. 

 
 

U3A Baw Baw is grateful to Russell Broadbent MP and his office staff for 
printing this Chatsheet.  You may visit our website at www.u3abawbaw.org.au 

 


